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NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held this day, 

Thursday, November 11, at 11 o'clock, a.m. ; the President 

in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last 

meeting. 

The Librarian read the list of donors to the Library. 
The Corresponding Secretary read a letter (dated May 15, 

1869) from James W. Sever and Charles Faulkner, a com 

mittee of the New South Church, stating that at a meeting 
of the proprietors of said Church the following votes were 

unanimously passed 
: ? 

" 
Voted, That the Records of the New South Church and Society 

be deposited with the Massachusetts Historical Society for safe-keep 

ing, subject to the order of the Proprietors. 
" 

Voted, That the articles deposited under the corner-stone of the 

New South Meeting-house, in Summer Street, be presented to the 

Massachusetts Historical Society as a memorial of the New South 

Church, on the condition that said articles be kept together in the 

Cabinet of the Society, with a proper label indicating their character." 

The Committee proceed to say, that, 
" 

in compliance with the above 

votes, the committee specially authorized for this purpose herewith 

send to the Massachusetts Historical Society, for deposit and safe 

keeping, four volumes of the Records of the Proprietors of the New 

South Meeting-house, in Boston, from its organization July 14th, 

1715, to June, 1850 ; also, ?ve books connected with the Treasurer's 

department, containing the valuation of pews, assessment of taxes, &c. 

They also have the pleasure to present to the Historical Society the 

silver-plate placed under the corner-stone of the church when rebuilt, 
at the junction of Summer and Bedford Streets, in 1814 ; and regret 
to add, that the quarter-eagle in gold, and the American silver and 

copper coins, from a dollar down to half a cent, deposited by the Rev. 

Mr. Thacher, together with the silver-plate, as appears by the Rec 

ords of the Society, 
were not delivered to the Committee by the persons 

in charge of the demolition of the church." 
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Whereupon it was ? 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to 

communicate to James W. Sever, Esq., Chairman of the Com 

mittee of the New South Church, the thanks of the Society 
for the deposit of four volumes of the Kecords of the Proprie 
tors of the New South Meeting-house, and five books con 

nected with the Treasurer's department; and also for the 

donation of various articles deposited under the corner-stone 

of the New South Meeting-house, 
? all which books and arti 

cles the Society gratefully accepts on the condition proposed 

by the Proprietors.* 
The President then spoke as follows : ? 

The ocean cable has informed us, gentlemen, within a few 

days past, of the death of our great American philanthropist, 

George Peabody ; and we have just learned, through the same 

magic medium, that his funeral is to be solemnized to-morrow, 
in Westminster Abbey, by order of the Queen. 

Meantime, as you all know, the public journals of our city, 
and of the whole country, have already recalled to remem 

brance? if, indeed, it could ever have been forgotten 
? the 

whole story of his extraordinary life, from its humble origin 
at Danvers, in our own Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on 

the 18th of February, 1795, to its lamented close, in London, 
on the evening of Thursday last, the 4th of November. 

Nothing could well be added at this moment to these spon 
taneous attestations to his marvellous career and his matchless 

munificence. Nothing, certainly, needs to be added for his 

own fame. His all-sufficient and only sufficient commemo 

ration will be found in the noble institutions which he has 

established or endowed in both hemispheres, and in the bless 

ings which will be breathed upon his name, generation after 

* See " 
Proceedings 

" for May, 1868, p. 207, where is a record of the presentation of 

the original records and papers of the New South Church, of which the above com 

munication is a modification. They are now "deposited."?Eds. 
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generation to the end of time, from the grateful hearts of 

those to whose welfare his exhaustless bounty will have minis 

tered. 

I cannot trust myself to say more of him on this occasion, 
when we are waiting to receive his precious remains, and to 

accompany them to the spot selected by himself for their last 

repose, amid the scenes of his birth and childhood, and near 

to the graves of his father and mother. I may perhaps find 

an opportunity, here or elsewhere, at some future day 
? when 

I am less oppressed by the loss of one who had so honored 

me of late by his closest confidence and friendship, and for 

whom I must ever cherish so warm an affection ? to offer a 

more deliberate tribute to his memory. But I must be par 
doned for confining myself now to the simplest official an 

nouncement of the event to this Society, of which he was both 

an honorary member and a munificent benefactor, that it may 
be entered in due form upon our records, and that we may not 

seem insensible to the close of a career ? to the going down 

of a sun ? which has shed so pure, so brilliant, and so enduring 
a radiance on the history, not only of our own Commonwealth 

and country, but of the age in which we live. 

Mr. Winthrop then submitted the following Resolution from 

the Standing Committee : ? 

Resolved, That by the death of George Peabody this Society has 
lost one of its most honored members and benefactors ; 

? a man who, 

nobly preferring to dispense with his living hand the abundant fruits 

of patient and sagacious industry, has laid up treasure in the hearts of 

two great nations, and dying has bequeathed an 
inspiring example to 

both ; 
? who has sought to heal the wounds of war and spread the 

arts of peace ; to bring knowledge to the people and comfort to the 

poor ; 
? who has planted establishments of science and resorts of 

study ; 
? and whose republican simplicity was unshaken by the 

applauses of the multitude and the attentions of the great. 

The Resolution was seconded by the Hon. Charles Francis 

Adams, who made some interesting statements respecting 
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Mr. Peabody's charities in London. Ex-Governor Clifford and 

Colonel Aspinwall also addressed the meeting, and the Reso 

lution was unanimously adopted. 
The President was requested to forward a copy of the Reso 

lution to the family of Mr. Peabody. 
The President read a letter from Mr. Secretary Fish, stating 

that he had sent to the Society a number of maps, 
? 

being 

photo-lithographic copies of the detailed maps of the North 

West Boundary, from Point Roberts to the Rocky Mountains, 
between the United States and the British Possessions, under 

the treaty of June 15, 1846, ?Nos. 1-7. 

The thanks of the Society were ordered for the gift. 
Mr. Theodore Lyman, of Brookline, was elected a Resident 

Member. 

The President read an account of the stone image, called 

the " Cardiff giant," said to have been recently discovered 

at Cardiff, near Syracuse, N.Y., from the "Worcester Daily 

Spy," written by our associate, the Hon. Stephen Salisbury, 
of Worcester, which elicited remarks from Drs. Bigelow and 

Green. 

Mr. Appleton exhibited a number of engravings of pictures 
of Hugh Peters, and a photograph of a painting of him, ex 

hibited last year at the South Kensington Museum, differing 
from the common portraits of Peters. 

A recently engraved copy of an early map of Boston by 

Burgess, of date 1728, was presented by Mayor Shurtleff. 

A new work, by our associate, Mr. Parkman, entitled " The 

Discovery of the Great West," was presented by him. 
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